


A Message from
the President

By Phil Johnson,
President of Sims-Grupe Management

A we wind down our 60th anniversary celebration, a huge
thank you is in order for all of our loyal shoppers! Your continued
support of Lincoln Center has made us the premiere shopping
and dining destination in San Joaquin County. In addition to
this amazing milestone (how many 60 year old shopping centers
do you know that are still in existence?) this year marks my 20th
anniversary at Sims-Grupe Management, the General Partner of
Lincoln Center - and what a great twenty years it has been.
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Since we are celebrating history, I too have gone down memory
lane, reflecting on the influence and mentoring I received from the
very beginning of my employmentat Lincoln Center. I am thankful
to the late Mr. Richard A. Haines, and the late Mr. Wilbur H.
Smith for hiring me, and giving me the opportunity to work for
them. When Dick Haines offered me the job, I was only 26 years
old, married to my beautiful wife Wendy, and we were expecting
our first child. (Wendy and I have raised four children during
this tenure.) Both Dick and Wil spent much time and energy
teaching me the shopping center business from the ground up.
They taught me the art of running all aspects of our business from
maintenance, security, leasing, lease documentation, finance and
partnerships, construction management from the underground to
the rooftops and everything in between. We've had many great
years, but most importantly, these two great men prepared me to
get through two recessions.

As you all know, Lincoln Center has wonderful merchants and
tenants. [t is always a pleasure dealing with quality people and we
have many - more than 100. And between them all, they provide
jobs for more than 800 full and part-time employees. Collectively,
that supports a huge sector of our local economy and job force.

Our merchants also provide me with a wealth of knowledge.

Many times [ seek out information and advice from our successful,
longstanding tenants, some who have been here more than 25 years.
Oftentimes it is about a piece of history. Sometimes it’s regarding
a building issue, or advice on running a retail business. They have
always been great advocates and advisers for me.

Looking back over the last 20 years, the Center has added many
new, quality tenants. In addition, we have created new social
gathering places such as The Brickwalk, the LC Kid's Court play
area sponsored by St. Joseph’s Medical Center, and the ever popular
outside meeting area of Starbuck’s and Noah’s. To keep up with the
technology, we now have free WiFi in these areas, and many stores
have added Shop Kick, a smart phone app that announces store
specials when you are in the Center.

But most of all, we are grateful to all of the residents in our
communities throughout San Joaquin County and beyond, that
choose to patronize Lincoln Center. We would not have been here
for 60 years without you. So as we celebrate this milestone, all of us
at Lincoln Center say thank you. And here's to another 60!
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By Bernie Morgenstern

Our family history with |

Lincoln Center began more
than 40 years ago when my in-
laws, Max and Louise Podesto,
acquired Gaines Market in
1970. At the present location,
it was renamed Don Quick,
and became the flagship store
amongst four other Don Quick
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the philosophy of both Podesto’s and
Lincoln Center. The Center should
be very proud of its 60th Anniversary,
as it reflects the relentless efforts they
have made to provide this community
with a clean, safe and sophisticated
place to enjoy with their family and
friends. We are honored and feel
fortunate to share in this special time
with Lincoln Center management
and all of our great customers. We
. look forward to many more years

supermarkets in Stockton. The
Lincoln Center store was the
most modern and complete, and
was commonly referred to as Don Quick #8 "in the Village" and
then later "in the Center.”

In 1981, after an unfortunate fire closed the store and several other
surrounding businesses, we pursued a mutual idea with Lincoln
Center founders Anne and Greenlaw Grupe. Our vision was to
create a "specialty supermarket” similar to those operating in San
Francisco and Sacramento. Thus, Podesto’s Fine Foods Market
opened in 1982. This upscale concept has been well received
and has spawned two additional remodels and expansions. Since
the original Blacks Market in 1950, this location has actually
undergone five extensive renovations by Gaines, Don Quick and
Podesto’s Markets. These changes always went hand-in-hand with
updates that Lincoln Center would make - always committed to
staying up-to-date, remaining fresh and vibrant, without losing
their nostalgic roots.

Over the years we have witnessed the Center grow into a regional
shopping center, yet it stll holds on to the same, friendly
neighborhood feel. Lincoln Center customers have become family,
as we serve loyal regulars, their children and even their children's
children. We get the pleasure of providing personal service, which
is almost non-existent in retail today. Our customers speak of
the great experience of shopping, dining and attending Lincoln

Center events. This is all part of the benefit of “shopping local,”

of operating Podestos, serving you
and future generations of Lincoln
Center customers, and always striving
to meet and surpass all your needs and desires with the utmost
appreciation.
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By Melissa Johnson

Coming to Stockton in 1955,

Dennis Shea was eight years old when
his family moved into Lincoln Village.
Naturally, his family enjoyed the
newest shopping area, Lincoln Center.
Dennis, like most litde kids, loved
the famous Astro Slide, Gingham
Gal diner and the old fishpond on
the Brick Walk. A couple years after
settding here, Dennis Sr., his father,
was offered a job working a small shoe
concession at the John Jr. & Sr. men’s
store in Lincoln Center. Dennis Sr.
loved working with the customers in
Lincoln Center and had a passion for
selling shoes. After realizing how much he loved this job he decided
to branch out on his own. After approaching Greenlaw Grupe
with the idea to open his own store, Greenlaw offered Dennis Sr.
a small 12’ x 12’ store in the same location Dennis Shea Shoes is
now. This is where it all began, in April 1959.

Everyone adored Dennis Sr. and his new store. In 1971, Dennis
Jr. finished up college and came to work full-time in the family
business that he had grown to know and respect. He shared
his father’s love of shoes but more than that they both shared
an appreciation for their loyal customers. Dennis Jr. had many
new ideas for the store. His first was to bring in better quality
shoes- the shoes most people could not find in the little town
of Stockton. Even though this was a risk, they anticipated that
Lincoln Center customers would respond well, which they did!
In the mid 1970s, Dennis Jr. decided to bring in women’s shoes,
because they realized that women might actually buy more shoes
than men. After adding several new shoe lines and completing two
store expansions they quickly became one of the highest quality
shoe stores in the area, supplying customers with not only amazing
shoes but also exceptional customer service.

Dennis Jr. is proud to own a store in the town he grew up in. He
says, “It is fun being able to see the generations of customers and
knowing we have continuous supporters. You wouldn’t get thart at
any other shopping center.” Lincoln Center gave Dennis Shea Sr.
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an opportunity, which allowed him to
turn a small 12° x 127 shop into the
magnificent store still in the family
today. They started with only men’s
shoes such as the Wingtip and now
sell all the hottest men’s and women’s
brands from Cole Haan to UGG to
Yellow Box. Dennis Jr. says that the
greatest thing the store gave him was
the opportunity to spend time with
his father. Dennis Sr. passed away
in 2005 but his lively character and
pursuit for the best still thrives in
the store. Dennis Jr., along with his
knowledgeable staff and supportive
family, has carried on a great legacy
with his store and says he is “honored
to be at such a great location and
could not imagine being anywhere
but Lincoln Center.”

Dennis Shea Sr. & Dennis Shea Jr.

enjoying time in their store
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Down Memory
Lane with

Jake's Variety

By Jack Jacobs

Tlere was a tme when a skein of Red

Heart Yarn could mean the whole world.
Chocolate covered orange sticks ladled out
of a glass candy case, were weighed on a
silver scale, and lovingly poured into white paper sacks. Ribbon,
rolled off cardboard spools and cut to measure, was sold by the
linear inch. Hardwood floors and new maple fixtures smelled of
varnish and new beginnings. Customers were kin.

These are my memories of Jake’s Variety, my father’s Five and
Dime, the store that Fred “Jake” Jacobs opened in Lincoln Center
45 years ago in September of 1966. I was just a 13- year-old 8th-
grader at Lincoln Senior Elementary at the time, taking great pride
in my father’s “toy store.” For me it was all about the Duncan
yoyos, cap guns and those “party poppers” with the string you
pulled.

For my father though, it was all about relationships, not just the
selling of sewing notions or aerosol cans of Aquanet Hair Spray or
even blue-checkered oil cloth. For Jake it was all about being of
service to his customers whether they were little old ladies in hair
nets, fellow Lincoln Center Merchants or Catholic nuns looking
to stock their classrooms at Presentation School.

Most of his help--his “girls™--came from the retired ranks of
Woolworth’s or Kresss or Newberry’s. Even Clem Whaley, who
managed Jake’s during the four years dad owned the store, was a
Woolworth’s alumni. After his forced retirement at age 65 he came
to my father looking for work. “Whaley, I cantafford a guy like you,”

Store manager Clem Whaley and
owner Fred "Jake" Jacobs

my father told him. Mr. Whaley replied he
just needed something to do, even sweeping
floors in the morning. It was probably the
best hire dad ever made, gaining not only
a savvy Five and Dime manager but also a
true friend and confidant. In the end, he
could not have afforded not to have hired
this venerable gentleman.

Dad’s reputation as a Lincoln Center
merchant  followed him long into
retirement. | remember the summer before
he passed away. My mother, my sister and I
had rushed him to the hospital one evening
when he was quite sick. In that hospital
bed he seemed to be on his last legs, struggling to breathe when
the most remarkable thing happened. Some woman, unknown
to my mother, my sister and me, passing by his hospital door,
looked in and said, “Jake, is that you?” My father, upon seeing this
woman, threw off his blankets, leapt out of what we thought was
his deathbed and rushed to greet her. She was an old customer and
years earlier he had sold her one of those skeins of Red Heart Yarn.
And in the end that meant the world.
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Reflections

Tlere is just something very cool about looking at old photos.
Black and white. Aerial Shots of new neighborhoods being
created. Vintage automobiles. Ramblers, classic Chevys and Ford
station wagons parked in front of grocery stores. Men in silk suits
and women shopping in their Sunday finest.

The old photos that have been published and displayed throughout
our 60th Anniversary are just a small part of this year as we've been
reflecting on the great legacy of Roy Sims and Greenlaw Grupe -
the two visionary businessmen who founded Lincoln Center in

1951,

During the 60th Anniversary of Lincoln Center, amazing stories,
old photos with crinkled corners, and dusty Chronicle newspapers
of days gone by kept showing up in the marketing office - all so
interesting, and a gentle reminder of how Lincoln Center has been
a part of the community for so many years.

Throughout this celebration we have featured stories written
by current and previous merchants, shoppers, and community

members - often followed by phone calls from shoppers who
wanted to tell us about their experiences at Lincoln Center. An
example was an elderly gentleman who told us about the great day
when he watched as the Big L was put into place, and the sweet
lady who called to let us know she was here when Lincoln Center
opened - and that the 'first store in that space was actually someone
else’, as we had inappropriately reported! It has been an enjoyable
year celebrating with the entire Lincoln Center community!

From these black and white photos, to color photos, to now
viewing them online, Lincoln Center has kept evolving. The
facades have changed, merchants have retired with new business
owners stepping in, and there are more restaurants to choose from
than ever before.

But what hasn't changed is store front parking, one-on-one
customer service, and many unique shops and boutiques that
are privately owned. These business owners are members of our
community. They live locally. Often times they are personal
friends. And we thank the community for these past 60 years of
supporting the Lincoln Center merchants, for shopping local and
being part of the history that we've celebrated this year.

As we wrap up our anniversary, and 2011 winds down during this
month of holiday celebrations, let's all embrace the tradition of our

families, of our community. We'll still keep taking photos, although
not in black and white. We will continue to create memories for
you, our shoppers. And what could be a better memory than the
traditional Christmas photo with Santa? He's been faithfully
showing up at Lincoln Center every year! Hope to see you too.

You can read the Chronicle 60th Anniversary stories and view many of
the old photos online ar wunw. LincolnCenterShops.com.
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Here’s to the Next 60

c c hen Lincoln Center opened 60 years ago, there were 12

stores. Today we have more than 100. Over the years we've watched
people in their 20’s open shops here - as well as watched as others
in their 70’s retire ... or pass their business on to their children.
Each business has its own unique story. Each is an integral part of
the Center. And so many continue to evolve, as mentioned below.
Cheers to the next 60!

BEST WISHES has
recently remodeled and
added a kitchen section
called “The Kitchen Side.”
It includes an assortment
of items for every chef,
including salt and pepper
grinders, barbeque
accessories, glass storage
containers, Nordic Ware,
bake ware, kitchen gadgets, stock pots and Swiss Diamond non-
stick cookware, cookbooks, cutting boards and more!

C.R. PORTERrecently

underwent a major

many more architectural
elements from the “new
kind of built in shelving”
to rock and wood beams.
All changes exemplify what

customers can do in their

own homes. They've also brought in many new products. The
earthy, distressed, Tuscan elegance remains but they've gone a
little more eclectic and contemporary by adding in reclaimed
wood furniture, vintage pieces and unique art.

The TRADER JOE’S
expansion is officially
complete! The store is
approximately 4,400
square feet larger. With the
additional space, they've
been able to bring in many
more products.

(continued on page 28)
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THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING LOCAL FOR 60 YEARS
Shopping local is beneficial in so many ways - and beca
of you, these local organizations have been
Lincoln Center Merchants through events
volunteerism. Our community th

American Cancer Society
American Heart Association
Assistance League of Stockton
Bear Creek Community Church
Bethel Church
Boy Scouts of America
Brookside Elementary School
Campus Crusade For Christ
Cathedral of the Annunciation School
Central California School of Italian
Language and Culture
Central Methodist Nursery School
Charterhouse Center for Families
Child Abuse Prevention Council
Children's Guardian Fund
Children's Home of Stockton
Children’s Museum of Stockton
Children’s Organ
Transplant Association
Club All Star Baseball
Coats for Kids
Community Center for the Blind
Concerts in the Park
Creative Child Care, Inc.

Dameron Hospital

Don Riggio School
East Union High School
Easter Seals
Emergency Food Bank
First Baptist Church
Franklin High School
Geweke Caring for Women
Foundation
Girl Scouts of the USA
Girl Scouts- Lincoln Service Unit
Give Kids a Smile
Goodwill Industries

International, Inc.
Haggin Museum
Holy Cross Church
Hoover Tyler Little league
Hospice of San Joaquin
Ironstone Concours d’Elegance
Iralian Catholic Federation
Jim Elliot High School
Job’s Daughters
Julia Morgan Elementary School
Junior League of San Joaquin County
Kiwanis Club
Knights of Columbus
Lakewood Elementary School
Lambda Theta Phi
Lincoln High School
Lincoln Unified School District
Linden High School
Lodi Christian School
Lodi Mexican American Lions Club
Mable Barron School
Make-a-Wish Foundation
March Of Dimes Foundation
Marine Toys for Tots Foundation
Morada Litte League
Omega Nu charities

One Charter School
P.A.L.S. Organization
Peace and Justice Network
Pharmacy Foundation of California
Pixie Woods Park
Podesta Ranch Elementary School
Pregnancy Resource Center
Presentation School
Red Rhino Orphanage Project
Saint Basil’s Greek Festival
Salvation Army
San Joaquin A+
San Joaquin AIDS Poker Run
San Joaquin County Historical
Society and Museum
San Joaquin County Housing
Authority Scholarship Foundation
San Joaquin County Sheriff
S.T.AR.S.

San Joaquin Delta College
San Joaquin Sheriff's Association
St. Anne’s School
St. Basil Preschool
St. Joseph's Foundation
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
St. Luke Catholic Elementary School
St. Mary's High School
St. Mary's Interfaith Dining Hall
St. Peter Lutheran School
Stockton Earth Day Festival
Stockton Jr. Colts Hockey Club
Stockton Leadership Foundation
Stockton Police Youth Activities
Stockton Portsmen
Stockton Rotary
Stockton Shelter for the Homeless
Stockton Storm
Stockton Swim Club
Stockton Symphony
Stockron Thunder
Stockton Unified School District
Stockton Unified SECA
Stockton Women's Network
Sunflower Presents Inc.
Sunrise Little League
Sunset Little League
Susan G. Komen for the Cure
Temple Baptist Church
Temple Israel
Tiger Aquatics
United Cerebral Palsy
United Way
University of the Pacific
Vinewood Community Church
Vineyard Christian Middle School

Visionary Home Builders
of California

Waverly Elementary School

Women’s Center of
San Joaquin County

World Vision
YMCA

VIP SALON &
SUPPLY remodeled
the back half of their
salon last year, adding
eight more hair
stations. This fall, they
remodeled the front
of their space, adding

one more station and

updating the floor, -
lighting, walls and cabinets.

FLEET FEET
SPORTS recently
moved to a larger
space on North side of
Lincoln Center. With
the increased square
footage, they’re now
able to carry more
men’s and women’s
apparel and host more
events. Their new store
is modern, spacious and fun.

LO CAL AT

FOR PERSONALIZED SERVICE
& STOREFRONT PARKING.

EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS
START DECEMBER 9TH

OPEN WEEKNIGHTS UNTIL 8PM,
SATURDAYS 10AM - 6PM & SUNDAYS 12-5PM

STOCKTON'S PREMIERE SHOPPING & DINING DESTINATION
AT PACIFIC AVENUE & BENJAMIN HOLT | STOCKTON
www.LincolnCenterShops.com

Lincoln Center Gift Cards make the Perfect Holiday Gift!
Available ﬁn:-Pun:luse at Campbell’s and the Marketing Office
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